
 

 

December 14, 2012 
 
The Honourable Gerry Ritz 
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
1341 Baseline Road 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0C5 
Email:  gerry.ritz@parl.gc.ca 
Fax:  613-773-1081 
 
Dear Minister Ritz, 
 
Re:  E. coli 0157:H7 
 
The Canadian Association of Bovine Veterinarians / Association Canadienne des Vétérinaires Bovins  
(CABV/ACVB) represents approximately 650 veterinarians from across Canada. The Association’s 
membership consists of a cross-section of veterinarians in private practice who have a particular 
interest in beef and dairy production, but also includes veterinarians from academia, industry, 
government, and the pharmaceutical industry who have a specific interest in cattle health and 
production medicine. 
 
The Board of Directors is composed of representatives from the Boards of Canada’s four regional bovine 
veterinary associations:  the Atlantic Bovine Practitioners Association (ABPA), l’Association des Medecins 
Veterinaires Practiciens du Quebec (AMVPQ), the Ontario Association of Bovine Practitioners (OABP), 
and the Western Canadian Association of Bovine Practitioners (WCABP). 
 
It has come to the attention of the Board of Directors of the CABV/ACVB that the Government of Canada 
is considering instituting policy regarding the control of E. coli O157:H7 in cattle and beef products in 
Canada.  We wish to inform your Ministry of our current position statement and our willingness to be 
involved in the decision-making process. 
 
Our Association is strongly supportive of policies that will improve the food safety and public health of 
Canadians.  The vast majority of the members of our Association are part of the “One Health” continuum 
in which we continually strive to attain optimal health for animals, people and the environment.  We as 
bovine veterinarians consider ourselves a vital cog in ensuring a safe and adequate food supply for 
Canadians. The CABV/ACVB endorses all strategies and products whereby the ultimate objective is the 
elimination or mitigation of any and all specific potential food-borne pathogens arising from animal 
sources from the human food chain, with the proviso that they be founded on science and have passed 
all the necessary Canadian regulatory requirements. 
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While we understand that vaccination of cattle may be considered as one method of pre-harvest control, 
we would encourage the Government of Canada to carefully consider all potential methods of control for 
E. coli  O157:H7 including pre-harvest and post-harvest control methods.  Food safety is a complex issue 
and there is no single “magic bullet” that will eliminate the risk of E. coli O157:H7 entering the human 
food chain. The currently available E. coli  vaccine in Canada is only effective at partially reducing the 
shedding of one strain of one pathogen which means that there will still need to be appropriate controls 
established at the meat packing plants to be effective against a whole range of pathogens including 
Listeria, Salmonella, Campylobacter, and other strains of E. coli.  The ultimate solution will be a 
constellation of strategies implemented at the farm, feedlot, packer, retailer and consumer levels.  
Multiple studies have shown that veterinarians continue to be the primary source of information for 
producers and we would hope that we would have the chance to provide input into the Government of 
Canada’s decision-making process regarding on-farm food safety.  Veterinarians already play a key role in 
protecting the human food supply and we would hope that our Association would have the opportunity 
to provide feedback to your Ministry and others about the importance of our role in the food chain 
continuum. 

We would ask that your Ministry consider us as a potential source of information for your policy making 
process.  We would also appreciate being kept abreast of any developments that may occur in the near 
future regarding potential changes to any food safety issues that involve the beef or dairy industries. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Melodie Chan 
President, CABV/ACBV 


